
AP English Language and Composition Summer Assignment 
 

Grammar Test: 20 points 

Writing Assignment: 10 points for each section, 40 points total 

 

THIS WORK IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. IF YOU FINISH EARLY, YOU 

ARE WELCOME TO EMAIL IT TO ME AS AN ATTACHMENT AT 

ian.avery@lakotaonline.com. LATE WRITING ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO A 

REDUCTION OF 10% FOR EACH DAY THEY ARE LATE. 

 

Part 1: Writing Assignment 

One of the major areas of your writing we will try to improve this year is style. A good method 
to start when focusing on one’s style is to find a professional writer’s style that you like and then try 

to imitate it. So: the writing portion of your summer assignment will be the following: 
 

1. Choose a writer whose style you enjoy and admire. Copy an excerpt of his or her writing 

that you find particularly enjoyable. 

2. Explain what you like so much about this writing. In order to illustrate your thoughts for 

me, consider examining word choices, sentence structures, and tone (the author’s attitude). 

3. Now it’s your turn: describe something you did this summer, but in doing so, write like the 

author you enjoy. Imitate his or her style. 

4. Finally, explain specifically what you were trying to do in composing this summer 

description that makes it similar to the style of the author you choose. 

 

P.S. – if you’re really busy and don’t get much time to read, so you can’t think of your stylistically 

favorite author, choose the author that you’ve enjoyed the most when assigned reading in school 

the last couple of years. 

 

Grading: For each section of the writing, numbers 1-4, I will simply be evaluating if you are 

following my instructions in a manner that shows you have put thought, care, and effort into your 

composition. More specifically: 

1. This one merely needs to exist. 

2. This one should be clear, explained fully, and logical in its analysis. 

3. This should be creative and a reasonable approximation of the author’s style. I should see 

that it is similar to that style, even without your explanation. 

4. Like number two, clear, fully explained, and logical. 

 

Please type and double-space your writing assignment. 

 
Part 2 of the summer assignment is on the back of this page. 
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Part 2: Grammar Terms 

Don’t worry, this isn’t a grammar class! However, as a student in AP English Language and 
Composition, you are expected to be familiar with grammar terms that apply to English. Please 
study these and reintroduce yourself to any terms that you have forgotten. This way, we don’t have 
to spend tedious hours of class studying them. If you understand these grammatical structures, we 
can use them to make your writing style more interesting instead of boring each other with 
grammar study. 

There will be a grammar test in the first few weeks of school. 

 

 Noun 

 Verb 

 Adjective 

 Adverb 

 Pronoun 

 Preposition 

 Direct object 

 Indirect object 

 Predicate nominative  

 Predicate adjective 

 Action verb 

 Linking verb 

 Verb tenses 

 Participle 

 Gerund 

 Infinitive 

 Modifier 

 Phrase types and their functions 

 Independent clause 

 Subordinate clause 

 Simple sentence 

 Complex sentence 

 Compound-complex sentence 

 

ALL OF THESE TERMS CAN BE EASILY GOOGLED. PAY ATTENTION TO ANY 

GRAMMATICAL INFORMATION YOU FIND THAT I HAVE NOT INCLUDED IN 

THIS LIST. FIGURE OUT HOW TO PUNCTUATE THESE STRUCTURES 

CORRECTLY. 

 
 
 

 


